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orange spirit 
Homecoming: 
Respiratory therapy majors Jackie Peña, Samantha Weber and Connie Ramirez cheer Thursday during the Spirit Rally at the REK Center.
alexandra gracia/collegian 
Stinging with Scorpion spirit 
The Barnes & Noble Bookstore on 
the UTB/TSC campus will begin renting 
books next spring, which will allow 
students to save more than 50 percent of 
their cost, officials say.
“It’s an innovative textbook rental 
program,” said Carmen Rodriguez, the 
bookstore’s manager. “It will allow 
students to rent their textbook for less 
than 50 percent of the cost of purchasing 
a new printed textbook, plus the added 
convenience that students will be able to 
rent their books in the store or from the 
store’s Website.”
The program will have 1,000 titles 
available for rental, which are based upon 
the results from previous purchases at that 
store. 
Instead of buying a $100 book, a student 
can rent it for $45, which is still less than 
the alternatives: a used book or an e-book. 
The process for renting a textbook will 
be simple; a student simply provides a 
credit card that will serve as a deposit 
for the rental. The rental will take place 
during the semester, and students have 
10 days to return the books after finals 
have concluded. They  will receive a 
reminder e-mail so they can return the 
book. A student who does not comply 
with returning the book will be charged 
for the book, plus a 7.5 percent processing 
fee. Students will be allowed to highlight 
and take notes on the book as long as they 
do not damage it.
The rental program came about because 
students were searching for alternatives 
New textbook rental program kicks off next spring
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish Editor
• See ‘Textbooks,’ Page  8
Think you’ll be energized after eating 
tamales and popping fireworks? Why 
not take some winter semester courses? 
Registration began Nov. 2 and is still 
under way. 
“We’re starting this year for the first 
time a wintermester,” said UTB/TSC 
Provost Alan Artibise. “The goal there is 
to generate more student credit hours so 
our enrollment can keep growing. … I 
brought [the idea] with me because most 
places do it and I go, ‘Why the heck 
aren’t we doing it here?’” 
Classes run from Jan. 3 to 14 and meet 
Monday through Friday. 
Courses to be offered are Special Topics 
in Nursing, NURS 6380-01 (online); 
Workforce Ethics, APBT 3309-80 
(online); Introduction to Business, BUSI 
1301-01; Statistics, BUSIU 2341-01; 
Macroeconomics, ECON 2301-02, 2301-
80 (online); Microeconomics, ECON 
2302-01; Managerial Finance, FINA 
3380-60; Principles of Management, 
MANA 3361-60; Business and Society, 
MANA 4352-80 (online); Small Business 
Management, MANA 4366-80 (online); 
University debuts winter semester
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
• See ‘Winter,’ Page  15
As of Friday morning, John Wood 
had not asked for a vote recount but is 
preparing for one. 
Wood, the Democratic candidate for 
Cameron County judge, lost to incumbent 
Republican Carlos Cascos by 80 votes in 
last Tuesday’s General Election.
Asked if he would seek a recount, Wood 
told The Collegian via telephone Friday, 
“We are going to be requesting a recount.”
Wood said that he will talk to Election 
Administrator Roger Ortiz about whether 
he will be doing it because there are still 
some provisional ballots that have not 
been counted.
 “I would think it would probably be the 
middle of next week,” he said, referring to 
the request for a recount. “Things could 
change because those votes that are going 
to be counted may go in my favor, and I 
may end up not requesting a recount.” 
According to the Texas secretary of state 
Website, voters whose names do not appear 
on the voter registration roll when they 
arrive at the polls may vote a provisional 
ballot. Provisional ballots are not counted 
until the voter registrar and local ballot 
board verifies a voter’s eligibility. 
Ortiz told The Collegian via telephone 
Thursday that he had not received any 
petition from Wood to recount the votes. 
“The county is going to canvass the 
returns on the 11th, so he will have until 
5 p.m. on Monday, the 15th,” Ortiz said.
He said Wood has to deposit $100 for 
each precinct to be recounted. In order 
to have a recount, all precincts must be 
counted. “It normally takes us about 
two days to get it organized and set up,” 
Ortiz said. Cris Valadez Jr., an assistant to 
Cascos, said Cascos understands if Wood 
asks for a recount of votes. 
 “We are pretty sure we are expecting Mr. 
Wood to ask for that,” Valadez said. “And 
that is absolutely his right as a candidate. 
Mr. Cascos has said that we would do the 
same; I mean, you have to do it with less 
than 100 votes. So, we are expecting him 
to pay for the recount and have a recount 
in the near future.” 
Wood said, “We are going to be doing 
the paperwork to be ready for the recount, 
but not expecting it to happen until after 
we get the [provisional ballot] results.” 
Unofficial results from Tuesday’s 
election show Cascos received 20,622 
votes to Wood’s 20,542.
Wood currently is the Precinct 2 county 
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Passing the Supreme Court, the 
Capitol and the Library of Congress on 
a daily basis is a treat one can only have 
in Washington, D.C., says senior history 
major Natasha Danielle Escobar.
Escobar was awarded a one-semester 
internship in Washington, D.C., where 
she has been working at the Bill 
Archer Center. The Bill Archer Center 
Fellows Program gives University of 
Texas System students the opportunity 
to be part of several internships in the 
country’s capital.
Escobar applied for the internship for 
two main reasons.
“I had visited Washington, D.C., in 
the past and I enjoyed it so much that I 
decided I’d like to know what it’s like to 
live here,” she said. 
At the time of submitting the 
application, she was interested in 
working for the State Department and 
although this is not the case anymore, 
Escobar said she is still fascinated 
by foreign policy and international 
relations. 
Of her experiences in the nation’s 
capital, Escobar said it has been nothing 
short of great.
“I thoroughly enjoy all of my classes 
and especially my work at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for 
Scholars,” Escobar said.
Her work consists of assisting the 
scholars in compiling their bibliographies 
by conducting research at the Library 
of Congress and the National Archives. 
She will also help them edit the books 
for publication. 
Escobar’s mother said the family is 
proud of the accomplishment.
“I am very excited for the opportunity 
that she received from UTB to be selected 
to be an Archer fellow,” Natalia Escobar, 
Natasha’s mother, told The Collegian 
via telephone. “I feel very confident that 
she is representing the school well.”
Escobar’s internship has been extended 
another semester, and “I expect her to be 
successful and continue to make us feel 
very proud,” her mother said.
Associate Vice President and Dean 
of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin said 
the university has sent three students to 
Washington, D.C., so far, to participate 
in the fellowship.
“I think it’s great exposure personally, 
academically and professionally just to 
spend a semester in a city as dynamic as 
Washington, D.C.,” Fuentes Martin said. 
“It’s going to give you a much different 
experience than Brownsville.”
 UTB/TSC is guaranteed one spot each 
long semester at the Archer Center, but 
Fuentes-Martin said she would like to 
send more than one.
“We have an application process, we 
have an information session on [Nov.] 
19 in Salon Bougainvillea at 11:30 for 
students to meet with a representative 
from the … Archer Center to find out 
more about the requirements.” 
Escobar encourages students to apply 
for the internship.
“If you are interested in government, 
nonprofit work, economics, law, the 
media or international relations, then 
the Bill Archer Fellowship Program is 
something you should consider applying 
for.”
Retirement Preparation Planning
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
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Natasha danielle escobar/ 
Student studies and works in D.C.
By Francisco Garza
Staff Writer 
The U.S. Health and Human Services 
Department has awarded a $495,000 
grant to UTB/TSC’s nursing and allied 
health programs.
“It’s always wonderful when you do 
come across some unexpected funding,” 
said Eldon Nelson, dean of the School of 
Health Sciences. “And that’s certainly 
the case here, the work of [U.S. Rep. 
Solomon] Ortiz and all of our group 
has been extraordinary for us to get this 
very, very important equipment.”
Nelson said that the nursing and allied 
health programs are growing. Nursing 
has increased at a remarkable rate over 
the last five years as has allied health, 
but they are expensive programs.
“When you talk about health 
sciences, when you talk about medical 
equipment, you really are talking about 
extraordinary expenses,” he said. “And, 
indeed, this grant is going to allow us to 
get equipment that we just simply could 
not afford outside of that.”
In a news release earlier this semester 
Ortiz stated “UTB/TSC continues to 
excel in offering robust and state-of-
the-art programs of study in nursing and 
allied health, and we must provide the 
university the resources.”
Nelson said he has tried for at least 
three years to obtain “$200,000 to 
upgrade or buy us some new equipment, 
and that is what this grant has allowed 
us to do.”
“To be honest, I have not been 
successful; we have tried half a dozen 
private agencies,” he said. “We’ve put 
in proposals and submissions, we’ve 
looked at our funding for it, but when 
you talk about $200,000 that’s such an 
impact. If we were to take $200,000 
of funding from our internal funds, 
that means that $200,000 cannot be 
spent on other programs, so it was a 
real challenge for the university and 
thank goodness we were able to get this 
federal funding.”
The program has full access to the 
money already and some equipment 
has already been purchased, including a 
digital X-ray machine for the radiologic 
technology program, and will be used 
beginning in Summer 2011. 
Asked what she thought about the 
equipment being purchased, sophomore 
nursing major Annie Becerra replied, “I 
think it’s really good because it gives 
the students a lot of better opportunities 
to learn. Any upgrade is a new upgrade.” 
Almost all medical fields now 
require training with electronic torsos 
and bodies where “we can make them 
experience almost any physiological 
phenomenon that happens in the 
[human] body,” Nelson said. “We are a 
little bit behind where our other sister 
colleges are; some of them already have 
virtual hospitals, the entire hospital is 
all simulated, but we are getting there.” 





“My beef is the fact that there are 
a lot of homeless people in the 





the city should 
do something 
about it. Try 
to contact their 
relatives; I mean, 
try and help them out in any 
way they can. Sometimes, I try and 
give them change. … I really don’t 
know why they want it, but sometimes 
they do just want some food or water. 
But there are a lot of people here by 
International Boulevard, by Ruben 
Torres [Boulevard] as well. It really 
gets me because it’s really sad to see 
that.”
Nonveggie-friendly 
“My beef is that we don’t really 
have variety here. There is no support 
towards vegetarians 




... I think 
that if we did 
have a veggie 
restaurant here 
near campus, like I 
think it’d be a pretty 
good business because there are a lot 
of vegetarians out there.”
Border violence 
“It’s about the violence across the 
border, and I don’t want it to spill 
over over here. … 
The government, 
they don’t do 
anything about it. 
There’s always 
gunbattles. ... 
I know some 
friends over 
there, and they 
say they always 
hide. When they hear 
shootouts … all the family gathers in 
the restroom. … That’s pretty scary to 
live there day by day. … I hate seeing 
innocent people dying. It’s just bad.”
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As students, we believe we have a right 
to use all of the university’s facilities. We 
pay tuition and fees, so naturally, we should 
be able to use the campus’ resources. 
University officials seem to think 
otherwise, as evident in the recent 
discussion regarding the Arts Center and 
the requisites students need in order to 
utilize it. 
In a meeting with the Student 
Government Association, Arts Center 
Director Dan Barnard told the senate in 
order to use the facility, students must pay 
a $750 fee, meet quality standards, expect 
400 or more people to attend the event and 
reserve the facility in advance.
 But, what is meant by meeting quality 
standards? Is it having a large production? 
Is it setting up plays that appeal to certain 
demographics? 
Apparently, students do not have a say 
on the programming at the Arts Center 
because we do not provide its funding. 
A bond issue, approved by Texas 
Southmost College District voters in 2004, 
helped fun the facility’s construction.
However, the center was paid by 
property taxes, which are paid by property 
owners in this area who grew up listening 
to norteño, mariachi, Tejano and other 
popular music--far from the symphonic 
resonance presented at the Arts Center. 
If there are “quality” standards, then 
does this regional music stand a chance 
to be played at the center paid by the 
community?
Most homeowners have children 
who attend UTB/TSC or are related to 
someone that benefits from the university’s 
resources. And, as sad as it is to admit, 
many young people are not interested in 
listening to the music the Patron of the Arts 
caters to.  
Certainly, the Arts Center is a community 
jewel, but it should not be a place where 
certain kinds of music and entertainment 
are discriminated against.  
The Arts Center is a money generator 
and anyone who can put on a good show, 
whether it is a rock band or a student 
organization wanting to perform a play, 
should be able to use it.
We are not asking for the current 
programming to be eliminated; we are 
simply asking for the programming 
to feature a variety that speaks to our 
generation. But, it is understood the Arts 
Center is a state-of-the-art facility. If 
student organizations don’t mind raising 
the $750 fee, their event should not run up 
against any “quality” barriers--just meet us 
halfway. 
Arts Center officials, meet us halfway
Editorial
I am writing to invite the students, faculty 
and staff to be part of something. The 
Catholic Campus Ministry is declaring the 
week of Nov. 8 Social Justice Week. The 
primary goal is to help the poor and the 
homeless. I have invited two student 
organizations to be part of this. There will 
be collection boxes at Tandy Hall, the 
Student Union and SET-B for clothing and 
food for the homeless. This is something 
we can all do by sharing a little of our own 
prosperity with those less fortunate. 
There will be a Free Speech Rally in the 
Endowment Courtyard, between Cardenas 
Halls North and South from 12:15 to 1:30 
p.m. Thursday. You are cordially invited 
to come speak on the plight of the poor 
and homeless and bring donations.
John A. Cook 
Associate Professor 
of Communication
Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters to the editor must include 
the name, classification and phone 
number of the author or the letter 
cannot be published. Opinions ex-
pressed in The Collegian are those 
of writers and do not necessarily re-
flect the views of The Collegian or 
UTB/TSC administrators. The edi-
tor reserves the right to edit the let-
ters. Letters for The Collegian can 
be sent to collegian@utb.edu.
Selecting a major?
This is in regard to the article “Selecting 
a major” published Nov. 1. I wish to 
inform students that there is plenty of help 
available for those uncertain about their 
major or majors and/or for those wishing to 
learn more about the job outlook for their 
chosen field.
The Student Success Center offers 
career counseling and guidance 
with professional career counselors. 
Students visiting with a career counselor 
can learn more about themselves by 
taking interest and skills inventories 
before embarking in career exploration to 
discover their career passion and/or set a 
career path. 
Students are encouraged to attend Career 
Counseling workshop series to learn 
more about what to do with a particular 
degree. Career counselors are located in 
the Cardenas Hall North Annex. Student 
walk-ins are welcome; however, it is best 
to call for an appointment at 882-8292.
 Don’t forget, our Career Café Open 
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AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn 
Ruth Ann Ragland, vice president for Institutional Advancement, waves during the Campus Golf Cart Parade 
Thursday near SET-B. The parade began outside the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library and ended at the 
REK Center.
The Scorpion Drumline and golf carts proceed down the Paseo during the parade.
MichAel PeñA/colleGiAn
Student Life Director Sergio Martinez drives around the REK Center on Thursday in a go-cart that was entered 
in the Campus Golf Cart Parade by the Auto Body Repair Technology Department.
Auto body technology majors Jose Cruz and Armando Muñoz ride down the Paseo during the parade. 
The Respiratory Club walks down Ringgold Road during the golf cart parade. Junior education major Erica L. Muñoz shouts the Scorpion Chant “Sting ’em Hard” Thursday during the Spirit Rally at the REK Center.
Campus Recreation Aquatics Coordinator Jamie Barnhill tosses the football around during the picnic. Students enjoy free hot dogs and soft drinks Thursday during the Homecoming Picnic, held next to the REK 
Center field.





F o l l o w i n g 
are among the 
incidents reported 
by Campus Police 
between Oct. 18 
and 21.
At 10:29 a.m. 
Oct. 18, a student 
reported that his 
Chevrolet Camaro 
was hit by a vehicle 
while it was parked on Ridgely Road. 
Another student witnessed the hit and run.
At 2 p.m. the same day, a Campus Police 
officer was dispatched to the intersection 
of Ridgely Road and 18th Street after a 
Ford Explorer and a Mitsubishi Montero 
collided. No injuries were reported and the 
damage was estimated at $3,000.
At 4:10 p.m. the same day, a student 
arrived at the Campus Police Department 
because she wanted to file a restraining 
order against another student. 
At 12:42 a.m. the same day, a student 
reported that her ex-boyfriend was 
disturbing her at her residence in The 
Village at Fort Brown. The man was given 
a criminal trespass warning for the entire 
university and was advised to stay away 
from the student.
At 12:10 p.m. Oct.19, a staff member 
reported he had lower back pains after 
picking up a 5-gallon water jug at the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center. The staff member 
declined medical assistance.
At 5:48 p.m. Oct. 20, a faculty member 
reported possible harassment when she 
received a message online.  
At 8:56 p.m. the same day, a faculty 
member asked for a Campus Police officer 
when one of his students fell in Cardenas 
Hall North. The student said he injured his 
right hand, wrist and tailbone but declined 
medical assistance. 
At 9:09 a.m. Oct. 21, an Aztec Facilities 
Services custodian reported that before 
entering the Business Incubator at ITECC 
she had trash bags in her cart, but when she 
came out, they were missing.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
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P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
Social Justice Week
The Catholic Campus Ministry will 
observe Social Justice Week today 
through Friday with events to educate the 
public about poverty in the Rio Grande 
Valley and the United States. Boxes in 
Tandy Hall, SET-B and Student Union 
have been set up for donations of clothes 
and non-perishable food items. The film, 
“The Faces of Poverty,” will be shown 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the SET-B third-floor 
conference room and “Dive” at 12:15 p.m. 
Wednesday in Salon Gardenia. A Free 
Speech Rally will take place at 12:15 p.m. 
Thursday in the Endowment Courtyard.
Registration schedule
The Office of the Registrar announces 
the Spring 2011 registration schedule: 
today, registration begins for undergraduate 
students who have completed 60 or more 
earned hours; Nov. 15, registration begins 
for undergraduate students who have 
completed 30 or more earned hours; Nov. 
29, registration opens for all remaining 
students. Students may obtain the amount 
of hours completed via Scorpion Online-
-Satisfactory Academic Progress (S.A.P.) 
link.
Biology degree workshop
The Student Success Center will 
present a workshop titled “What Can I Do 
with a Degree in Biology?” from 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m. Tuesday in Cardenas Hall North 
104. For more information, call 882-8292.
Photography contest
The Student Union is accepting entries 
for its “Life thru the Lens: a Juried 
Photo Exhibit” between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
Tuesday. The best of show winner will 
receive $100, and two honorable mention 
winners will receive $50 each. Entry forms 
are available in Student Union 1.20. The 
exhibit opens with a reception at 6 p.m. 
Nov. 15 and will be on display from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Nov. 16 and 9 a.m.-noon Nov. 17 
and 18 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. 
For more information, send an e-mail to 
Student Union Assistant Director Patricia 
Longoria at patricia.m.longoria@utb.edu.
Veterans Information Fair
A Veterans Information Fair will 
take place at 9 a.m. Wednesday in the 
Endowment Courtyard. Organizations 
taking part in the fair include the Texas 
Veterans Land Board, Harlingen VA 
Outpatient Clinic, Vets 4 Vets, Veterans 
Upward Bound and the Career Services 
Department. The event is sponsored by 
UTB/TSC and the U.S. Army. For more 
information, call Program Director II 
David F. Rivera at 882-7127.
Patron of the Arts
The Two O’clock Jazz Band will 
perform at 7 p.m. and the One O’clock 
Jazz Band at 8 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Arts Center. Tickets are $5. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
The Potpourri Chamber Concerts will 
take place and the Scorpio Consort and 
Guitar Ensemble will perform at 6 p.m. 
Thursday in the Arts Center. Tickets are $5. 
For more information, call 882-7025.
The Master Chorale will perform at 3 
p.m. Sunday in the Arts Center. Tickets are 
$5. For more information, call 882-7025.
ACT course
The Language Institute’s ACT 
preparation course starts Nov. 11 in the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center, Suite D3A. Classes 
take place from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays until Dec. 9. The course costs 
$140 and payment is due the first day 
of class. For more information, call 882-
4178.
Fiesta del Paseo
Fiesta del Paseo will take place at 6 
p.m. Wednesday on Ringgold Road (in 
front of the Student Union). The event will 
feature a musical salsa performance by Rio 
Gran Combo, a salsa dance performance 
by the Sabor Vallero Latin Dance Co. 
and a screening of the HBO documentary, 
“El Espiritu De La Salsa.” Admission is 
free. For more information, call Student 
Development Specialist Aragelia Salazar 
at 882-7983.
Movie auditions
Auditions for “El Diablo,” a Mexica 
Films production, will take place from 2 to 
6 p.m. Nov. 13 and 14 at the Brownsville 
Public Library-Southmost Branch, 4320 
Southmost Rd. For more information, visit 
www.mexenter.com.
Poetry and poster contest
The Student Success Center’s Career 
Counseling office will sponsor a poetry 
and poster contest in observance of 
National Career Month. The theme is 
“Celebrating My Career Dreams.” 
The deadline to enter is Nov. 16. For 
more information, call Career Counselors 
Monica Hernandez or Frank Coulson at 
882-8292.
Blankets and clothing collection
 Student Health Services, the Center 
of Civic Engagement, C.H.A.N.G.E. 
and Friendship of Women are collecting 
winter blankets and youth clothing for 
Cameron County families until Nov. 15. 
Items can be dropped off at the Arnulfo L. 
Oliveira Library, the University Boulevard 
Library, Financial Aid Office, The Village 
at Fort Brown, the Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center and the Student 
Union. For more information, call Center 
for Civic Engagement Director Shamina 
Davis at 882-4300.
Career Café Open House
Career Counseling in the Student 
Success Center, located in the Cardenas 
Hall North Annex, will hold a Career 
Café Open House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Nov. 16. Meet the career counselors and 
learn how they can help with your major 
and career focus. For more information, 
call Career Counselor Frank Coulson at 
882-8292.
Water volleyball
Campus Recreation sponsors water 
volleyball from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday and 
Thursday in the REK Center pool. Bring 
your swimsuit. For more information, 
contact Aquatic and Events Coordinator 
Jamie Barnhill at 882-5977.
Philosophy Club meeting
The Philosophy Club meets at noon 
every Friday in the Barnes & Noble-
Starbucks patio. For more information, 
contact Luciana Morales at 589-1633.
Civic Engagement Scholars meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars club 
meets at 5 p.m. every Friday in the Cueto 
Building, 1301 E. Madison St. Interested 
students are welcome to attend. For more 
information, call Matthew Paul Gomez at 
551-0345.
MTV contest
MTV and the College Board Advocacy 
and Policy Center are sponsoring 
“Get Schooled College Affordability 
Challenge,” a contest aimed at increasing 
financial aid awareness. The contest is 
open to current and future college students. 
To enter, students must create a digital tool 
that will make it easier to locate and apply 
for financial aid, especially for those in 
lower- and middle-income families. Three 
finalists will be chosen in early 2011 and 
will have the opportunity to work with a 
professional design firm to develop their 
vision. Voting on MTV.com will determine 
the winner who will be awarded $10,000. 




The Community Counseling Clinic, an 
instructional laboratory of the Counseling 
and Guidance master’s program, serves 
individuals, couples and families from 5 to 
9 p.m. Monday through Thursday through 
Dec. 4. For more information, call 882-
7792 or send an e-mail to ccc@utb.edu.
Scantron distribution
Students may pick up free Scantrons 
in the Student Government Association 
office, located in Student Union 2.16. The 
limit is two Scantrons per student. For 
more information, call 882-7897 or send 
an e-mail to sga@utb.edu.
Microsoft workshops
The User Support Services Department 
offers free training by appointment on 
Microsoft Office to students, faculty 
and staff. For more information, call 
Damaris Gutierrez at 882-7442 or 
send an e-mail to seminars@utb.edu. To 
register go to http://blue.utb.edu/usslabs/
workshopsitefiles2010/calendars.html. 
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
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For Cecilia Ballí, a freelance writer 
and professor of anthropology at 
the University of Texas at Austin, 
Brownsville is not just a place she calls 
home but also a place where she gets 
many of her story ideas.
On Oct. 26, Ballí was the featured 
speaker for UTB/TSC’s Sabal Palms 
Writing Project “Conversations with 
Authors” lecture series. Her presentation 
is the first in a series of three sponsored 
by the project.
Ballí earned a bachelor’s degree in 
American Studies and Spanish from 
Stanford University and a doctorate 
in cultural anthropology from Rice 
University. She is also a freelance 
writer, and her work has appeared 
in Texas Monthly and Harper’s 
magazines, according to a news release 
from the UTB/TSC Office of News & 
Information. 
Among the articles she has published 
in Texas Monthly are “All About My 
Mother,” “Bridge Game,” “Ciudad De 
La Muerte” and “Sounds Like Teen 
Spirit.”
 “I never doubted that we were 
supposed to work hard in school and 
do well,” Ballí said when speaking 
about how education was upheld in her 
family’s household.
Ballí grew up speaking Spanish at 
home and learned English in school.
“I think one thing we have to 
recognize about the potential strength 
of our students in Brownsville is their 
linguistic background,” she said, 
referring to the language change she 
had to adapt to while in school.
After graduating from high school, 
Ballí began working for the Brownsville 
Herald and fell in love with writing.
 “I really found that something kind 
of magical and difficult happened when 
you sat down in front of the computer 
and put your thoughts together and then 
saw it in print the next day,” she said
 After working at the San Antonio 
Express-News, Ballí went on to Austin 
to work for Texas Monthly as a narrative 
journalist. 
“I found that this was very, very fun 
for me and at the same time I could 
continue to be a journalist,” she said 
about getting a position at the magazine.
Her piece, “All About My Mother,” 
was included in the Texas Monthly 
issue devoted to Texas women. The 
magazine editor told Ballí he would 
love to include the story about her 
mother to represent all the women who 
are not well known but who make up 
the core of what Texas women are.
“It was a very rewarding story for 
me because I sat down for the first time 
in my life and interviewed my own 
mother,” she said. “I learned all sorts of 
things about her as a person and not as 
a mother.” 
In her 10 years at the magazine, Ballí 
has covered numerous topics, many of 
which include individuals originally 
from Brownsville.
 Lyon Rathbun, an associate professor 
in the English Department and director 
of the Sabal Palms Writing Project, 
decided to include Ballí in the project’s 
series “because of her interest in 
writing about issues that are of interest 
to Brownsville teachers and to the 
university community.”
 “Many of her essays deal with issues 
related to growing up in Brownsville,” 
Rathbun said. 
He has known Ballí since March of 
this year and describes her as being a 
“truly masterful writer.” 
The UTB/TSC Sabal Palms Writing 
Project is one of nearly 200 sites of the 
national writing project, which is funded 
by the U.S. Education Department. 
The project is “dedicated to helping 
teachers become better writers and to 
become better teachers of writing,” 
Rathbun said. 
Each site provides an intensive 
summer institute, where teachers 
are trained to become providers of 
professional development workshops. 
They obtain intense experience in 
writing and sharing effective methods 
of teaching writing. The project has 
been in existence at UTB/TSC for 10 
years.
Teachers can become involved in 
the Sabal Palms Writing Project by 
attending workshops and the summer 
institute, Rathbun said. The project’s 
primary mission is to help classroom 
teachers in grades K-12.
Michael Van Wagenen, an assistant 
professor in the History Department, 
met Ballí in 1994, when she was 
working at the Brownsville Herald and 
was assigned to cover a story on Van 
Wagenen’s documentary film about 
the appearances of Jesus and Mary in 
everyday objects.
“I thought it was really good,” Van 
Wagenen said about Ballí’s lecture. 
“I think it was particularly good for 
anybody locally who is writing because 
what she has shown [is] you really need 
to write what you know.”
In describing Ballí’s writing, Van 
Wagenen said, “She takes a local subject 
and writes it in such a way that it has a 
universal appeal.”
Asked what he would say to those who 
missed the lecture, he replied, “They 
missed a really wonderful presentation. 
There are these opportunities at UTB/
TSC that oftentimes get overlooked and 
it is a shame. These are opportunities 
that students should be seeking out, 
especially if they are trying to figure out 
what they want to do.” 
Brownsville native shares her story
By Stephanie Reyes
Staff Writer
Cecilia Ballí, a professor of anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin, talks about her writing career 
during the Sabal Palms Writing Project’s “Conversations with Authors Series” Oct. 28. Ballí’s work has been 
published in such magazines as Texas Monthly and Harper’s. 
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Computer science major Nadya 
Karolina Ortiz earned the grandmaster 
title during the 2010 Chess Olympiad in 
Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia.
The 39th Olympiad took place Sept. 
19 through Oct. 4. Ortiz represented her 
native country of Colombia along with 
four other chess players.
“She did well enough at that 
tournament to where she attained the 
remaining requirements for the woman 
grandmaster title,” Chess Team Director 
Russell Harwood said. “She will be the 
first woman GM we’ve ever had and she 
will also be the first woman grandmaster 
ever from Colombia.” 
Before becoming a member of the 
UTB/TSC Chess Team, Ortiz had already 
earned three of the four qualifications 
needed to become a grandmaster in 
Colombia and had competed five times 
at the Olympiad. She earned her last 
qualification for the GM title at the 2010 
Olympiad.
Besides grandmaster, other honorary 
chess titles include international master, 
the Federation Internationale des Echecs 
(FIDE) master and candidate master. 
These chess titles are awarded by the 
governing body of chess, FIDE.
Ortiz’s father introduced her to the 
game of chess at age 6.  
“He was the one that got me this 
motivation, and then I fell in love with 
chess,” she said.
Her dream had always been to become 
a grandmaster.
“I dreamed of that since I was 10, 12 
years old,” Ortiz said. “I wanted to be 
the first grandmaster of Colombia; there 
was nobody else, so I was like, ‘I think 
it’s possible,’ so that was my goal with 
chess. Plus, it’s going to be history to be 
champion and the first one [is the one 
that they are going to remember].”
Ortiz earned seven points by her ninth 
round and finally beat her toughest 
competitor from Spain, who is already a 
grandmaster. 
She finished the tournament with 7½ 
points. 
In other chess news, UTB/TSC will 
host the 14th annual Texas Collegiate 
Championship Nov. 13 and 14 in the 
Education and Business Complex’s 
Salon Cassia.
So far, the University of Texas at 
Dallas and Texas Tech University have 
registered for the tournament. Both 
teams, and UTB/TSC’s, placed in the 
Final Four of College Chess last April.
Harwood’s goal for the tournament 
is to allow reserve team members the 
chance to represent the chess team.
The grandmasters play several 
tournaments over the course of the year-
-about four team events and several 
individual tournaments. The players on 
the reserve team are not as strong and 
normally play tournaments here in the 
Rio Grande Valley, Harwood said.
Because the Texas Collegiate 
Championship is the only Rio Grande 
Valley tournament this year, “we want to 
give those players a chance to represent 
us,” he said.
“So really, our main goal is not 
necessarily to win this one; it’s to give 
all the players a chance,” Harwood said.
The tournament will also help prepare 
the chess team for the Pan-American 
Intercollegiate Chess Championship, 
which will take place Dec. 27-30 in 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
The next Chess Olympiad will take 
place in 2012 in Turkey. 
Colombia, UTB/TSC earn first female chess grandmaster
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Junior computer science major Nadya Karolina Ortiz garnered the Grand Master title at the World Chess 
Olympiad 2010 competition in Siberia earlier this semester.
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The Brownsville City Commission 
conducted its first public hearing on 
amending an ordinance to include more 
regulations on where sex offenders can 
reside. 
In Tuesday’s meeting, District 4 
Commissioner Edward Camarillo said 
he had been meeting with Brownsville 
Independent School District and city 
officials to write a more specific ordinance 
to protect children against sex offenders. 
Assistant City Attorney Allison 
Bastian, who drafted the ordinance, told 
the commission about the additions to the 
ordinance. 
“It prohibits temporary or permanent 
residency of any such offender of within 
1,000 feet of what we define in this 
ordinance as a place where children 
commonly gather; that includes schools, 
public parks, churches and amusement 
arcades,” Bastian said. 
The ordinance also prohibits the renting 
of a permanent or temporary residence to 
any sexual offender within 1,000 feet of 
those areas. It prohibits a sex offender 
from loitering within 300 feet of school 
bus stops and shelters. 
“It provides a little bit of a barrier to 
provide a bit more of protection to the 
children of our community,” Bastian said. 
There are 202 registered sexual 
offenders who reside in Brownsville, 
according to the ordinance. 
Commissioner at Large “A” Anthony 
Troiani asked if the ordinance followed 
state guidelines on sex offenders.
Bastian replied the ordinance follows 
state guidelines, such as registering sex 
offenders and not allowing them to live 
in a residence of within 1,000 feet where 
children commonly gather.  
Mayor Pat Ahumada suggested 
landlords give prospective renters a form 
to fill out that would ask if they have been 
convicted of a felony.
“That way, at least, the landlord has 
some kind of documentation [that he 
or she] did make an effort to find out 
[whether the applicant is an offender],” 
Ahumada said. “Because [he or she] is 
not law enforcement, they do not have 
the resources to do a background check.” 
Troiani worried about the mom-
and-pop owners who rent out without 
conducting criminal background checks 
on prospective lessees.
“If they are not doing any type of 
background check, they may have a 
felon, let alone, a sex offender renting 
from them without knowledge,” Troiani 
said. “Then, you are in a situation where 
if you are going to have enforcement, 
how are we going to enforce this?”
Commissioner at Large “B” Rose 
Gowen suggested notifying apartment 
complexes and homeowners who rent 
rooms near places where children gather 
when the ordinance passes.  
The commission will conduct a second 
hearing and a vote at its next meeting.
In other business, the commission 
denied a first reading on an ordinance that 
would allow a game arcade to set up shop 
on Central Boulevard, citing the location 
of the business would violate regulations 
on where the business can operate.  
“[They would] be close to a school and 
200 feet away from a residential area, and 
when you are close to those areas, you 
have to get a special permit, and that’s 
what these people are asking for tonight,” 
Planning Director Ben Medina said. 
Police Chief Carlos L. García told 
commissioners some game arcades 
usually involve themselves in gambling, 
which is illegal in Texas.  
“This is just another place that will 
eventually turn into gambling like all the 
other ones have in the past,” García said. 
“It just puts another burden on us to look 
into these places because we’ll get the 
complaints.”  
Ahumada asked Medina if the Planning 
Department advises applicants on 
where they can set up their businesses 
before bringing the ordinances to the 
commission.
“Yes, Mayor, we do and we advise 
them,” he replied. “Of course, they are 
paying an application fee and we have to 
accept that if they want to take the risk of 
coming before you.” 
City to set more regulations against sex offenders 
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian Editor
and more economical ways to obtain 
their textbooks, and because students 
are changing the way they learn and 
use technology, they want more options 
available. 
“[Barnes & Noble] came to us and 
said, ‘we’d like to partner with you in 
piloting this program; are you guys 
interested?’ and of course we said yes,” 
said Rosemary Martínez, vice president 
for Business Affairs.
She said the program will allow for 
changes annually to adapt it to the needs 
of the students on campus. Upon the 
return of the books, she said, there will be 
a survey for students to complete in order 
to evaluate the experience. 
Martinez presented the textbook rental 
program to the Student Government 
Association a couple of weeks ago and 
said that, so far, the feedback is positive. 
She has suggested that the SGA encourage 
students to respond to the future survey.
“This program does two things: it 
provides an inexpensive option to get a 
brand-new book, but then secondarily, it 
increases the number of used books that 
are in the store,” she said. 
UTB/TSC students are supportive of 
the program. Every semester, students 
spend hundreds of dollars purchasing 
their textbooks and this program could 
alleviate some of those economic burdens. 
With this opportunity students will decide 
whether they actually need to keep the 
book or if they want to save money and 
simply rent it.
Asked how much she spends on 
textbooks, sophomore emergency medical 
science major Megan Fulk replied, 
“Depending on how many classes. … I 
know this semester I spent about $500 
and I had to get them all new.”
Emergency medical science sophomore 
Jennifer Anderson said, “I think it would 
be a good step in the right direction. … 
I would use it because textbooks are real 
expensive and even if you buy the used 
ones, they’re not in great condition and 
they still cost a lot of money.” 
Freshman Alex Garcia has rented 
books online and wants to compare 
before he makes a decision to rent from 
the bookstore.
“I would like to see if the rental system 
… has lower prices than the prices that 
I see online,” Garcia said. “I would like 
to be able to bargain with how much the 
rent is going to be as opposed to buying 
it. I’ve already rented one from an online 
source, but if they can match the price or 
lower it here, I’ll rent it here.” 
Textbook
Continued from Page 1
Stand-up comedian Mark Theobald entertains the audience Thursday night during his performance 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. Theobald has appeared on “Last Comic Standing,” “Premium 
Blend” and “Comics Unleashed.” The event was sponsored by Student Life and the Student Union. 
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The Communication Department and the 
Scorpion Theatrical Society have prepared 
a night of theater that can be enjoyed by 
the whole community. It will consist of 
four short plays and a musical intermission 
in which students will dance and sing.
The plays are under the direction of 
Sharaf Rehman, department chair. 
“The Stronger,” written by August 
Strindberg, is “a study about how people 
deal with the ups and downs of marriage 
and instead of running away from a 
problem, you stand there and try to solve 
it.” 
Students Juliana Ibarra and Stephanie 
Lucas star in the play.
“The Last Fire,” written by Rehman, 
is about four women: a young one who 
represents purity, an old woman who 
represents mothers around the world, a 
wounded woman who is a soldier and a 
dark-skinned woman who is the outsider. 
Rehman said the play’s message is one 
of anti-war.
“There are not good guys and bad guys 
in war, everybody loses,” he said. 
Veronique Medrano, Sarah Ornelas, 
Juliana Ibarra and Normalinda Reyna star 
in the play.
After the first two plays, there will be an 
intermission that will consist of students 
singing and dancing.
The show will continue with “An 
Unwanted Buyer,” an adaptation by 
Rehman based on “Markheim,” a short 
story by Robert Louis Stevenson.
Rehman said the play tells the story of 
“a man having a struggle in dialogue 
with his conscience: should he continue 
on his path and keep committing sins one 
after another because that brings instant 
gratification or should he change his path?” 
Senior biology major Efrain Espinosa is 
in Rehman’s theater class and is one of the 
actors in “An Unwanted Buyer.” 
“It’s the first time I’ve ever been in a play, 
and I like the class; so far, it’s interesting,” 
Espinosa said.
The play also stars Jesse Learst, Tania 
Leal and Veronique Medrano.
To finish the night, the students will 
perform a comedy, “Zero is Not a 
Number.” In it, two young women are 
having coffee and cake and talking about 
life until one tells the other that her son got 
kidnapped and asks if she would like some 
more coffee.
Junior chemistry major Jesus Abrego 
joined the production thanks to open 
auditions.
“My organic chemistry class was 
canceled one day; I walked outside, I 
saw a flier, it said: ‘now auditioning,’ so 
I called, I talked to Dr. Rehman, I came in 
and auditioned,” Abrego said.
Also in the play are Abigail Garcia, 
Deidre Chaisson, Gil Castillo, Josue 
Rodriguez and Mitzy DelaFuente.
The plays will be presented at 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 12, 13, 19 and 20 and at 2:30 p.m. 
Nov. 14 and 21 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Tickets are $3 each. 
Rehman said the production is a step 
toward the goal of a drama department.
“I’m not trying to create Juilliard; 
I’m just trying to provide an outlet for 
students who want to be creative,” he said. 
“Anybody that wants to direct, anybody 
that wants to write, anybody that wants to 
act, just contact me or anybody from the 
theatrical society.”




The cast of “The Last Fire” are Sarah Ornelas (seated, from left), Juliana Ibarra and Veronique Medrano. 
Standing: Normalinda Reyna.
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ACAPULCO--In another grisly turn in 
Mexico’s drug war, police have recovered 
18 bodies from a mass grave announced 
in a YouTube posting--a video saying 
the victims were from a tourist group 
kidnapped in Acapulco a month ago.
Authorities said they would resume 
their search Thursday for more remains 
at the burial site in Tres Palos, a town 
just south of the Pacific resort city.
Police did not yet know if the bodies 
found were from the 20 men abducted 
at gunpoint Sept. 30 while visiting 
Acapulco from neighboring Michoacan 
state, Fernando Monreal, investigative 
police chief for Guerrero state, said 
Wednesday night.
Officers began digging at the site 
early Wednesday after receiving an 
anonymous phone call alerting them to 
two bodies dumped on an empty lot.
Hours earlier, a video appeared on 
Youtube in which two men--their hands 
apparently tied behind their backs and 
answering questions from an unseen 
interrogator--say they killed “the 
Michoacanos” and buried them in the 
area.
The two bodies reported in the tip were 
found wearing the same clothes as the 
pair seen in the video and were lying on 
top of the mass the grave.
A sign left between the two men 
read: “The people they killed are buried 
here.” It was signed by Acapulco’s 
Independent Cartel, or CIDA--a little-
known drug gang that has been claiming 
responsibility for killings in the area over 
the last two months.
Monreal said authorities had not 
confirmed the identities of the bodies 
dumped on top of the grave.
In the video, the two men say they 
killed the “Michoacanos” in an act of 
revenge against La Familia, a powerful 
drug cartel based in Michoacan state.
The families of the 20 missing men, 
many of them related to each other, have 
said they were mechanics in the state 
capital of Morelia who each year saved 
up money to take a vacation together. 
Among those abducted was the 17-year-
old son of one of the mechanics.
Guerrero state investigators say they 
corroborated that the men worked as 
mechanics and had no criminal records. 
Investigators also say they could find no 
evidence linking the men to any gang 
and have speculated the group may have 
been targeted by mistake.
Hundreds of the men’s relatives and 
friends have twice marched in Morelia 
to demand federal authorities investigate 
the case.
On Oct. 31, about 1,000 people 
marched to urge authorities to keep 
searching for their loved ones.
“To the people who have them, we ask 
them to have mercy on them, on us,” 
Katy Rodriguez, a niece of seven of the 
missing men, said in a message sent to 
the captors through the media.
The kidnapping was one of the 
biggest blows yet to Acapulco, which 
has seen an increase in drug-gang 
shootouts, beheadings and kidnappings. 
Even Acapulco Mayor Jose Luis Avila 
Sanchez recently urged residents to stay 
indoors after nightfall, an extraordinary 
pronouncement in a city where the 
economy is built on nightclubs, bars and 
restaurants.
Mass killings have become more 
frequent amid raging, drug-fueled 
violence in Mexico. In the most horrifying 
attack, 72 migrants were massacred near 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in August, 
apparently because they refused to work 
for the Zetas drug gang.
Videos like the new posting on 
YouTube have become a new dimension 
of terror to Mexico’s bloody drug 
war. Cartels are increasingly releasing 
video of kidnapped people admitting 
at gunpoint to crimes ranging from 
extortion to murder. It is often impossible 
to determine the veracity of confessions 
given under duress.
In the boldest case, a video emerged 
less than two weeks ago showing the 
kidnapped brother of Patricia Gonzalez, 
the former attorney general of northern 
Chihuahua state. In the video, the brother, 
Mario Gonzalez, says his sister protected 
a street gang tied to the Juarez cartel and 
was behind several murders.
Gonzalez, who had been kidnapped 
days earlier, made the statement while 
sitting handcuffed in a chair surrounded 
by five masked men pointing guns at 
him. His whereabouts remain unknown.
Patricia Gonzalez denied any links to 
drug traffickers and said she is sure her 
brother spoke out of fear.
Another video made by drug traffickers 
and released in July led to the arrest of 
a prison warden who allegedly allowed 
inmates allied with the Sinaloa cartel 
to temporarily leave the Gomez Palacio 
prison to murder rivals. The warden 
allegedly even lent the inmates guns and 
vehicles to carry out the killings.
The Zetas drug gang, a rival of the 
Sinaloa cartel, first drew attention to 
the prison scandal by kidnapping a local 
police officer and forcing him to describe 
the scheme on a video released on the 
Internet.
--Associated Press writer Mark 
Stevenson in Mexico City contributed to 
this report.







18 dead found in Mexico mass grave shown in video 
By Sergio Flores
Associated Press
The CollegianPage 14 • November 8, 2010
On Campus November 8, 2010 • Page 15The Collegian
Principles of Marketing, MARK 3371-
80 (online); Computational Methods for 
Engineers and Physicists, PHYS 4390-
01; Introduction to Psychology, PSYC 
2301-1; Psychology of Gender, PSYC 
3312-86 (online); Aging, SOCI 3393-01; 
and Basic Spanish for Bilinguals. SPAN 
2313-80 (online). 
In addition to students who want to 
get ahead or want to retake a course, 
students from other universities are also 
being targeted to register for the winter 
semester courses. 
“People who live here but don’t attend 
UTB, [they] come home for Christmas, 
[they] need to pick up a course, so it’s 
an opportunity to pick up a course,” 
Artibise said. 
Eight students are needed to make 
a graduate course viable, while 10 to 
15 students are needed to make an 
undergraduate course viable. 
“Unless there is a net return, we don’t 
let the course run if the minimum number 
of students isn’t enrolled in the class,” 
Artibise said. 
Financial aid is available to pay 
for the courses. Student Government 
Association Vice President of 
Administration Rosalinda Rangel 
presented pertinent information at the 
Oct. 26 senate meeting.
“If you qualify for the Pell Grant for 
less than half-time, you’d be able to 
be awarded $480 to use for the winter 
semester, but take note that those $480 
will be taken from your spring semester 
Pell Grant,” Rangel said.
To qualify for a Pell Grant, if you 
are going to take less than half time, a 
student’s estimated family contribution 
has to be less than $2,200 if winter 
semester classes are to be covered by 
financial aid.
Winter
Continued from Page 1
Construction continues at the new Brownsville Multimodal Terminal on East Adams Street. Construction of 
the $31 million terminal began in March and the facility is expected to open in February 2012, according to 
Brownsville Urban System Assistant Director Andrew Muñoz. 
Brick by brick
Christopher peña/Collegian




died at Solara 






with a rosary recited at 7 p.m.  Nov. 1. 
A funeral Mass was celebrated at Christ 
the King Catholic Church on Nov. 2. 
Burial followed at Roselawn Memorial 
Gardens.
Mr. Salinas was born Oct. 9, 1934. He 
worked as a carpenter in the Physical 
Plant from June 22, 1982, until his 
retirement on Oct. 31, 1999.
Abraham Hernandez, director of 
Physical Plant, worked with Mr. Salinas 
for five years before his retirement.
“Mr. Salinas was a very talented 
carpenter with a vast knowledge of his 
craft,” Hernandez said. “I remember 
him being such a patient instructor 
when teaching his trade to the new, 
young employees.” 
Carpenter Foreman Daniel Zuniga 
said Mr. Salinas “took him under his 
wing” when Zuniga started working at 
UTB/TSC.
“He was a master carpenter, and I 
learned so much from him,” Zuniga 
said. “But he was more than that. If a 
drill broke, for example, he could make 
a part to retrofit it--he got things done.”
A talented accordion player, Mr. 
Salinas will also be remembered for 
his music. He often played at campus 
events. He organized his own conjunto, 
Los Conquistadores. In 1983, he was 
invited to play at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, D.C., where 
his bohemian/Mexican polkas were 
recorded for the American music 
archives.
Mr. Salinas enjoyed playing at home 
with his friends, other musicians. That 
is where history Professor Manuel 
Medrano filmed Mr. Salinas for one of 
Medrano’s “Los Del Valle” videos, “La 
música en la sangre, Sabino Salinas.”
 “Sabino struck me to have a certain 
integrity in the way he conducted 
himself,” Medrano said. “Even though 
he had been good enough to travel and 
play in California and throughout the 
state of Texas, he never put on airs. He 
was a wonderful musician who enjoyed 
getting with a group and playing music 
for generations of families to enjoy 
together. I respected him a lot.”
Mr. Salinas is survived by his wife, 
Rosario Salinas; six daughters, Alma 
M. Salinas, Norma J. Salinas Alvear, 
Elizabeth N. Quintana, Dr. Sandra D. 
Olivarez-Garcia, Dubelsa O. Parkin 
and Magda A. Soyka; 13 grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren; a sister, 
Florencia Barron; and nieces and 
nephews.
Sabino Salinas, carpenter
Office of News and Information
Obituary
Junior biology major Omar Rosales explains how to look for abnormalities in the chest and in what order to 
read X-rays during the Respiratory Therapy Open House, which took place Oct. 27.
leslie Barrientos/Collegian
X-ray lesson
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Cupid’sorner





What puts you in a good mood? 
“A French vanilla cappuccino.”
What movie do you watch over 
and over? “Titanic.”
Would you go on a blind date? 
“Yes, just for curiosity.”
Who is your idol? “My 
grandmother.”
What is your best physical 
feature? “My eyes.”
Who was the last person to tell 
you “I love you”? “My mom.”
Do you prefer brains or beauty? 
“Brains.”
Do you collect anything? 
“Pictures.”
What is the most romantic gift 
you’ve given? “A nice dinner.”
What sets you apart from other 
people? “My personality.”
Do you believe in premarital sex? 
“Yes.”
What type of music do you listen 
to? “Baladas.”
What’s your favorite song from 
the ’80s? “Timbiriche, ‘Con todos 
menos conmigo.’”
What is your dream? “To graduate 







--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like to be featured in 
Cupid’s Corner, call Daniel Beltrán 
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail 
at collegian@utb.edu.
Daniel Beltrán/Collegian
It shines like bling and intoxicates like 
no other beats to date. He’s another mix-
master but with a hint of genius: Star 
Slinger--someone who is utilizing all the 
social media he can.
With a hip-hop 
style, United Kingdom 
producer Star Slinger 
takes divergent songs 
ranging from ’80s funk 
to Rich Boy’s raps and 
transforms them into 
something that, I’m sure, 
will take over the music 
world. 
The whole Afro-beat, 
steel-drum electro has 
been rising for a while, 
but there’s a style shift on the horizon. 
Star Slinger’s new “Remixes 2010” EP 
provides innovation in electronic styles 
produced on a synthesizer. He integrates 
glittering beats, video game beeps and 
heavy hits of bass with random song 
samples, which culminate into hip-hop 
contortions of up-incoming indie songs, 
such as Deerhunter’s “Helicopter” and 
Small Black’s “Photojournalist.” 
Oh yeah, and the EP is free. Visit his 
page: http://starslinger.net/home.html to 
download it and other remixed songs.
The slight melancholic mood and 
flowing hip-hop rhythm are 
reminiscent of ’90s hits. In 
fact, he samples Cocteau 
Twins’ (circa 1982) lead 
singer Elizabeth Fraser’s 
vocals, making them into 
fast, catchy dance music you 
can contemplate the stars 
with in 2010. 
Star Slinger is like 
Beethoven with a synthesizer, 
and his usage of social media 
will only further his fame. 
He’s on Facebook, Myspace, 
Twitter, Last.FM, Vimeo, Youtube and 
Soundcloud. Free songs, talent and great 
networking have led him to be featured on 
Ptichfork.com and Gorillavsbear.net. It’s 
what music has come to nowadays. It’s 
how you sling to stardom. 
Slinging for the stars
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Students, faculty and staff heard 
the cool sounds of the Central 
Queensland University Jazz Band 
last Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salon.
The band traveled 12,000 miles 
from Rockhampton, Queensland, 
Australia for its United States tour. 
Brownsville was the last stop.
They started the night off with a set 
of Australian jazz, followed by two 
performances from the hit Broadway 
musical “Chicago” and a musical 
skit. The evening ended with a set of 
Australian pop.
The band’s four vocalists were 
stunning, in both their looks and 
voice. The two who performed the 
songs from “Chicago” were not music 
students like the rest of the band; they 
are part of the theater program of the 
university. 
The rest of the band was 
magnificent. It consisted of two 
drummers, a keyboardist, a bass 
player, a guitarist, a saxophonist and 
a trumpet player.
Trumpeter Glen Thomas said 
their time in Brownsville has been 
“amazing, we’ve been treated really 
well.” 
Derrin Kerr, head of the music 
program at CQU and the band’s 
director, also praised the area.
“It’s been fantastic, it’s great to 
experience a different culture and it’s 
great to see the Mexican component 
here in Texas,” Kerr said.
The band got the opportunity to 
play an improvised jam session with 
UTB/TSC students earlier in the day.
“It was great, one thing we learn is 
that while we have different accents 
and we speak different languages, 
music is a truly international language 
and once you start playing together 
you can make music together quite 
easily,” Kerr said.
Alla Paroiatnikova, executive 
director of UTB/TSC’s Office of 
Global Engagement, was one of the 
organizers of the event. She said the 
concert is just the first collaboration 
between the universities.
“We are looking to establish 
a partnership with CQU,” 
Paroiatnikova said. “It would mean 
we can exchange students for short-
term programs or short semesters. 
Our students can study at CQU while 
paying UTB tuition.”
She also said that UTB/TSC is 
looking at specific projects in the 
areas of music, environmental 
sciences, education and engineering.
Chicago jazz, Down Under-style
By Francisco Garza
Staff Writer
The Central Queensland University Jazz Band performed Thursday evening in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. The performance featured dancing and songs from the 
musical “Chicago,” traditional jazz melodies and pop tunes from Australia. 
 MiChelle Serrano/Collegian PhotoS
A member of the Central Queensland University Jazz Band performs “When You’re Good to Mama” from the 
musical “Chicago.”
Review 
A pesar de los eventos violentos en 
Matamoros, tres estudiantes de UTB/
TSC van armadas, pero armadas con 
cámaras fotográficas y listas para lanzar 
sus obras de arte en una exposición 
el 10 de noviembre a las 6 p.m. en el 
Instituto Regional de Bellas Artes en 
Matamoros. 
Este trío forma parte de un movimiento 
en Matamoros para poder restablecer el 
arte en esa ciudad y difundir la cultura 
en especial la fotografía.
El Club Punto Focal, que consiste 
de  aproximadamente nueve miembros, 
se formó el 9 de julio de 2010 en el 
café Aromas. Entre los miembros se 
encuentran la estudiante de biología de 
último año Rocío Rangel, la estudiante 
de tercer año de arte Ana Valdés, y la 
estudiante de arte y arquitectura de 
segundo año Nayelli Bautista.
Valdés logra plasmar en papel la 
atmosfera callejera con la que uno se 
topa al andar vagando por las calles de 
una ciudad. Una de sus más preciadas 
obras  por método tradicional es una 
foto de una caja de fusibles en el Teatro 
de la Reforma de Matamoros.
 “Es pura fotografía variada”, dijo 
Valdés en respecto a sus fotos, “de 
cuando uno se encuentra vagando 
por las calles, de todo lo que uno se 
encuentra, lo que pueda interesarle 
mucho al espectador. Como un músico 
dijo, creo que uno de The Killers, 
‘todo lo que te pueda sorprender va a 
sorprender al espectador’. Por ejemplo 
un vagabundo, cosas que encuentro 
icónicas para mí”.
Las detalladas fotos de Rangel son 
principalmente del centro de Matamoros 
y unas cuantas  más de Brownsville 
hechas de manera tradicional  en 
fotografía de 35 milímetros y otras 
digitales a color. 
 “Yo más que nada cuando tomo 
una foto, trato de buscar cosas que 
uno muchas veces no se da cuenta de 
ellas. Muchas veces caminas por una 
parte y no notas las cosas que hay a tu 
alrededor, no alcanzas a percibir todo”, 
dijo ella.
Bautista le abre la ventana a la 
naturaleza con sus fotos abstractas 
tomadas en el campus de UTB/TSC 
hechas de manera digital. Ella dijo 
que a veces las cosas pequeñas logran 
causar más énfasis que las que son 
extremadamente grandes.
“Más que nada son fotos que tomé 
en el campus. Cosas pequeñas que a 
veces la gente las nota y a veces no. 
Hay una o dos que son experimentales, 
o sea no puedes ver nada más que puro 
color y pus o sea tratas de descifrar si 
encuentras una figura o lo que sea en las 
fotos”, dijo Bautista.
Los artistas plásticos, Alejandro Goga 
y Tony Montero, al igual que Roberto 
Juárez, un maestro de artes plásticas de 
bellas artes, fueron los que ayudaron a 
organizar este evento. 
“Comenzamos programando una 
exposición de nosotros tres que 
fue la que dio inicio a reactivar el 
espacio de bellas artes”, dijo Goga. 
“Lo que nosotros queríamos hacer es 
simplemente que se le diera más uso 
para eventos donde se invitará a la 
ciudadanía”. 
 “Mientras la persona tenga el interés 
de la fotografía puede estar en el club, 
no importa si tiene una cámara pequeña 
digital o tiene la cámara más profesional 
del mundo, mientras tenga la disposición 
de aprender con nosotros, bienvenido”, 
dijo Rangel, invitando al público a 
incorporarse a este movimiento artístico 
de disposición tranquila e acogedora.
Para mayores informes, contacten a 
Ana Valdés vía e-mail en sedlavana@
live.com 
 La exposición fotográfica colectiva 
Punto Focal  se llevará a cabo en la Sala 
Bartolomé Mongrel Mestre del Instituto 
Regional de Bellas Artes, ubicado en 
la Calle 8 entre Hidalgo e Iturbide, y 
estará en exhibición por dos semanas. 
El instituto abre de lunes a viernes de 9 
a.m. a 8 p.m. 
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Estudiante
de hoy Por Héctor AguilarEditor de español
Nombre: Astrid García
Edad: 19
Ciudad Natal: Brownsville 
Promedio: 3.3
Especialidad: tecnología radiológica
Clasificación: estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: 2013
Pasatiempos: “Salir con mis amigas, 
con mi novio y estudiar”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Ir al 
gimnasio”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “En un 
hospital de Austin”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? 
“Como una exitosa profesionista, con 
una familia y trabajando en Austin”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Que tienen muchas actividades para 
alentarnos a hacer muchas cosas como 
los clubs”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que 
no lo tomen a juego, es muy diferente 
a prepa porque cada día tienes que 
estudiar lo que viste ya que es muy 
diferente a prepa”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Mi reto fue aprender las palabras 
básicas para socializarme los días que 
estuve en París”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes de 
un examen? “Lo que vean cada día lo 
repasen en su casa y el día del examen 
lo lean y ya”.
--Recopilado por Daniel Beltrán
Unos miembros del grupo de fotografía “Punto Focal” enseñan sus obras. De la izquierda, Ana Valdés, 
estudiante de tercer año de arte, Rocío Rangel, estudiante de último año de biología y Nayelli Bautista, 
estudiante de segundo año de arte y arquitectura.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
DanieL BeLtrán/CoLLegian




Michael Keplinger, un estudiante de tercer 
año de educación musical toca la guitarra 
mientras disfruta de la sombra bajo un kiosco 
el miércoles.
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team,  jumped 
from the fifth-ranked team to the second-
ranked team in the NAIA Coaches Top 25 
Poll and is now 29-1 overall and 12-0 in 
Red River Athletic Conference play. 
The Scorpions next challenge is the 
RRAC Conference Tournament to be held 
Nov. 12 in Fort Worth. Opponents have yet 
to be announced.  
The team faced Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University, Bacone 
College and Oklahoma Baptist University 
Nov. 4-6. Results were unavailable at press 
time.  
Oct. 28 and 29 were tough days for the 
Scorpions who traveled out of their comfort 
zone to California seeking wins over some 
of the strongest volleyball teams in the 
nation, including then top-ranked Fresno 
Pacific University, then third-ranked Biola 
University and then 10th-ranked Concordia 
University.
The Scorpions defeated Concordia 
University on Oct. 29 on Concordia’s 
home floor, after a tough win earlier that 
day vs. Fresno Pacific University.
The Scorpions shot down the Eagles 
in three of five sets. They took the first 
two sets, 25-22, 25-14, while the Eagles 
overcame the Scorpions during the next 
two sets, 25-18 and 25-22. UTB/TSC 
controlled the last set 15-9. 
Danica Markovic led the scoreboard 




was the only team 
player with a triple 
double, contributing 
44 assists, 10 kills 
and 18 digs. Ferreira 
also contributed at 
the net with seven 
assisted blocks.
Ana Guerra was 
impressive at the 
net, completing 11 
assisted blocks and 
contributing seven 
kills. 
D e f e n s i v e 
specialist Gregner 
Go tay -Qu inones 
dug out 20 of the 
Eagles’ attacks.
Ferreira and Paula 
Barros were strong on defense with 18 and 
15 digs, respectively.
Fresno Pacific University in Fresno, 
Calif., which ranked No. 1 in the NAIA for 
43 consecutive weeks, must still be reeling 
from the loss it suffered on Oct. 29 to UTB/
TSC, at the time ranked fifth. The Sunbirds, 
who haven’t lost a game since Dec.4, 2008, 
against Morningside University, took the 
Scorpions on a wild five-set ride. 
The Scorpions defeated the Sunbirds in 
three of five matches. They team took hold 
of the first two sets, 25-21, 27-25, while the 
Sunbirds controlled 
the third and fourth 
sets, 25-14, 25-19. 
The Scorpions took 
hold of the fifth set 
early to lead with 
a comfortable six-
point difference at 
15-9.
Leading the way 
for the Scorpions 
was Markovic with 
16 kills, followed 
by Guerra and 




and Ferreira played 
a strong defense 
with 14 and 16 digs, 
respectively.
Guerra and Talita 
Milasauskas were strong at the net, blocking 
numerous attacks from the Sunbirds. 
Guerra completed eight assisted blocks 
and three solo blocks, while Milasauskas 
completed four assisted blocks. Rafaella 
Dornelas was also strong at the net, scoring 
four assisted blocks and a solo block.
Ferreira not only played a strong defense, 
but also contributed 35 assists, six kills, 
one ace and four assisted blocks. 
“We had a great weekend out in 
California,” Head Coach Todd Lowery 
said. “The team made adjustments 
throughout each of the three matches that 
gave us a great chance to win. The girls 
are doing a good job of putting everything 
together that we have been working on all 
year.”
On Oct. 28, the Scorpions had played 
their first game on the West Coast and beat 
Biola University to begin two days full of 
Scorpion victory.
Ferreira controlled a big part of the 
victories in California and, in return, 
received not only the RRAC Player of the 
Week award, but was also selected as NAIA 
National Volleyball Player of the Week. 
The awards were for her performances 
during the week of Oct. 25-31.
“I am very happy about receiving both 
awards,” Ferreira said. “It was unexpected. 
I’ve been working really hard to help the 
team. I could not have done it without 
them. …We have been working really 
hard since the beginning of the season. 
The ranking [is] just a reflection of our 
dedication and hard work. But we are 
focused and determined to do well at 
nationals. We want to do the best we can 
to make everyone on campus proud of us.”
Asked about Ferreira’s improvement and 
performance, Lowery replied, “Tamires has 
been working hard and has a come a long 
way in recent weeks. Danica continues to 
give us a solid attack on the outside, but the 
wins in California came from a great team 
effort; we played great team defense.”
The UTB/
TSC Men’s 
Soccer Team has 
won the RRAC 
regular season 
championship for 
the fourth year 
in a row under 
Head Coach Dan 
Balaguero.
“We are thrilled 
about that [winning the championship],” 
Balaguero said. “It’s to our advantage to 
come into the tournament in the top seed. 
The guys did a fantastic job. It’s all them; 
it’s not about me. I never doubted we were 
going to win, to be honest.”
The RRAC honored Balaguero as 
Coach of the Year for the fourth straight 
year.
The Scorpions advanced to the Red 
River Athletic Conference Tournament, 
which it hosted on the REK Center field 
this weekend. UTB/TSC was scheduled 
to play Texas College on Friday. Results 
were unavailable at press time.
On Oct. 30, the team outshone the 
Northwood University Knights 2 to 0 in 
the North Texas city of Cedar Hill for a 
final season record of 13-3-1.
It wasn’t until the latter part of the first 
half that Scorpion Mario Perez scored the 
first goal, assisted by Omar Apodaca and 
Padraic Ormsby.
Goalkeeper Juan Gamboa played the 
entire game and completed four saves for 
the Scorpions.
Juan Nava scored the second and final 
Scorpion goal on a penalty kick in the 
beginning of the second half.
The goal marked the 15th by Nava 
this season, tying a school record held 
by Fernando Mendoza in 2008. He 
was selected as one of the two Red River 
Athletic Conference Men’s Soccer Co-
Offensive Players of the Week for Oct. 
25-31.
“[Nava] has worked so hard these 
past two years, in the gym and during 
the offseason,” Balaguero said. “No one 
deserves it more than him. He always 
gives good performances.”
Midfielder Morten Benesat was named 
Newcomer of the Year.
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2nd-ranked UTB/TSC takes control of West Coast
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
The Outlawz won first place in the Men’s Division of the Valley Bowl Flag Football Tournament Oct. 30 in 
Mission. Team members are (kneeling, from left) Martin Zarate, Willy Esparza, Albert Perez and Jaime 
San Miguel. Standing: Alan Perez, Mario Rios, Leroy Valdez, John Avila and Josh Morales.
Courtesy Photo
Tamires Ferreira
Nava’s 15th goal nets 
honor, ties school record
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team 
season is coming to a close.
The Scorpions competed in the Red 
River Athletic Conference Tournament 
last Friday against Our Lady of the Lake 
University. Results were unavailable at 
press time.
On Oct. 30, the Scorpions were defeated 
by the Northwood University Knights 1 
to 0 in the North Texas city of Cedar Hill.
Emily Michna played the entire 
game and contributed five saves for the 
Scorpions.
The game winner was going to 
determine the RRAC regular season 
champion and the undefeated Knights 
kept it at home. 
With the loss, the Scorpions are now 
12-3-2 for the season. The Scorpions 
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AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
KK intramural volleyball team member and freshman kinesiology major Karla Lozano digs the ball while freshman nursing major Amanda Garcia backs her up Nov. 
2 inside the REK Center. Also shown is freshman criminal justice major Juan Rodriguez. The team was defeated by the Kickin’ Aces.
Court action
SportS




















KNOWLEDGE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES.
Members of S.R.C. include (front row, from left) Melissa Millan, Alejandra González, Alexandra Gracia, Briana 
Serrata. Second row: Daniel Beltrán, Mike Quiñones, Secretary Michelle Serrano and Armando Treviño. Third 
row: Parliamentarian Benjamin Vera, Annie Becerra, Mario Gonzalez and Omar “Teddie” Mascorro. Fourth row: 
Vice President Carlos Solitaire III and Joaquin Rivera. 
JIMENA EVIA/COLLEGIAN
Name:  Student Radio Club (S.R.C.)
Purpose: We are a collective of artists 
and freethinkers who want change at 
our university and in the community.
Established:  Fall 2010
President: Craig Price
Vice President: Carlos Solitaire III
Secretary: Michelle Serrano
Treasurer: Rigo Bocardo
Parliamentarian: Benjamin Vera 
Adviser: Student Media Coordinator 
Susie Cantu
Community Service: Cram ’n’ Jam 
for Tots event scheduled Dec. 3.
Meetings: 1 to 2 p.m. Fridays in 
SET-B 1.336
Requirements: Must be a UTB/TSC 
student, be motivated to work and 
bring change to our university.
Dues: $10 annually.
For more information: e-mail the -
src@hotmail.com  
--Compiled by Stephanie Reyes
